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Article 58a (new)

Enlarged Board of :':.pp,eal

(1) The Enlarged Board of ippeal shall be responsible for

(a) deciding points of law referred to
and

it by Boards of ~ppeal

(b) giving opillions on P9ints of law referred to it by the'
President of the Europeen Patent Office.

Note

The Drafting Committee will, .after discussion of
Article 112a by the Working Party, insert in that
~rticle or in a new ~rticle, two alternatives
regarding references to the Enlarged. Board of
~ppeal by the President.

. (2) The Enlarged Board of ~~ppeal shall consist of severr
members, of whom five shall be legally qualified ~embers and
two tecbJlicallyqualified members.
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Article 580 (new)
Independence of the members of the Boards

(1) The members of the lnlarsed. Board of:".:9peal and of
the Boards of .:':..ppealshall be ap:9cinted for a term' of five
years and may not be removed from office d~ring this term.

(2) Thenembers of the Boards may not be memhers of the
Examining Sections or Exami~ing Divisions.

(3) In their decisions the members or the Boards shall
not be bound by any instructions. They shall comply only with
the provisions or this Convention and with those adopted in
implementation. thereof.

. ..



Articie '>9

~evocation Boards

--deleted; cf ...Article 54, sub-paragraph (8)
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CE.LPTER IV

BE(;'I.STER

Lrticle 60
Register of Europe~~ Patents.

(1) The European Patent Office shall keep a register, to be
known as the !1Register of Suropean Fatents", which shall contain
those particulars the registration of.;.rhichis provided for by

~",.'this Convention. NO' entry shall. be ::ladein the rOegister prior
to the date of public8.tion under _..rticle 86a.

(2) The Register of European Patents shall be open ~o public
inspection ..Extracts from..its entries shall be deli'Tered on
request on payment of the fee prescribed by the Rules relating
to fees adopted pursuant to this Convention.
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Article 61

Publications of the European Patent Office.

In addition to the publications referred .to in Articles .
86a and 103, the European Patent Office .shall periodically.
publish

(a) A European Patent Bulle-cin containing entries made
in the Register of European Patents? as well as all
other particulars? the publi,cation.of which is pre-
scribed by this Convention.

-(b) An Official Journal of the European Patent Office.?.•containing notiees and information of a general
character issued by the President of the Europe~~
Patent Office, as well as any other information
relevant to this Convention or its implementation.

:
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Article 62
Patent Classification ll~use by the 2urope~~ Patent Office

- .ieleted -

Note
This Artic.le is to be transferred to the Irrrplementing
Regulations.

"
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CE.:'..PTER V

,L.rticle 03
:Sx~hange of publications

(1) The European ~atent Office shall despatch free of'
:charge to the central industrial prop~rty offices of the
Contracting States, at their request and for their Ovvn use,
one or more copies of the"publications. referred to in
.';.rticl'es61, 85a and 103.

(2) The central illdustrial property offices of. the
Contracting States shall despatch free of charge to- the
European Patent Office, at the latter's request and for its,
own use, one or m.ore copies of the published applications
for and printed specifica~ions of n~tional p~tents, as well.
as of ~ublications analdgous to those of the European Patent
Office referred to in .,.rticle61 (a) a.."'ld(b).

(3) The European Patent Office may conclude agreem.ents
relating to the exchange of publications with the central
indus~rial property offices or other ad~inistrations of any
State, or with international bodies.

BE/GT :-...•. -
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Article 6J.

Requests for information

(1) 'Unless otherwise provided in this Convention or in
national lawsj the Europe&~ Patent Office and the Courts or
administrations ofCcntracting 3tates shall give mutual
assistance to each other by communicating information or
(opening files for inspection on request. For inspection of
the files 6f the Suropean Patent Office; the fee referred to
in Article 162; paragraph 3; shall not be payable.

(z) The European Patent Office sh~ll; on request; communicate
the files concernll~g applications for European ~atents and
those concernL~g Europe~~ patents to the Courts or Public
Prosecutoris Office of Contracting States? notwithstanding
the restrictions laid down in Article 162.

(3) The European Patent Office and the central industrial
property offices of Contracting States shall) on request; mutually
inform each other about the progress of examination proceedings
concerning applications for patents filed; as a whole or in
'part; in respect of the same invention} with the European
Patent Office and with the said, offices. Such information
shall relate in particular, to the results of novelty searches}'
and to examiners) reports an~ decisions. These provisions
shall also apply to action taken ill~der~rticle 11~.

BR/GT 1/15 e/69 prh
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ad ~~rticle 64

(4) The European Patent Office may communicate the
in.formation. referred to in paragraph 3 "to the industiial
property offices of S.tates. no"t signatory to "this. Convention,
where such mutual in£orma"tion is provided for. by working. agree-
ments.

BRiGT I/'15 e/69 mk
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_...rticle65
Letters rogatory

Upon rec.eipt of letters rogatory. from the European
P~ten~ Office, the Courts of Cor-tracting States shall
undert~~e, on behalf of that Office, any necessary
enquiries or other.legal measures within the limits of
their jurisd.iction.

BR/GT 1/15 e/69 mk
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i'u'tic le 66

~iling of ~he, application

.(1) _...TI. appllc:a tioD. f.:>:: a. European patent may he filed ~

(a).either at the European. Pate~t Office

(b) or~ if. the law of a Contracting State s.o pe,rmits, at the
central ind.ustrial property office or, other competent'
authority :Jf' thG.t 3-c2,te0 ,',TI: application filed in this
way, shall haye the salle effect as if it had been filed
at the same time at: the Euro:;-eanPatent: Office 0'

(2) ~..:nyContracting: :jtErte illay prescribe'that a person
ha"'ring his registered :g2.ace.(I,fbusiness or his ordinary
residence on its ter:c:-j.tory) with tll.e .2xcept'ion or;. international
bodies and. org,3.~:i_satiol:s),tl-:e list of wb~i'chshall be established
by unanimous d.ecision. of +-J.-, '"u.400 ••••••• ,,'.c.minist::at,ive Council ta.1{:l1'J.g

such :.nstit:::.tions and o::ganisatj_ons, ::lay not file an application
for a Eurore~~ pa:cent ot:'ler!Jise than as -:;rcvid.ed fo:c:-,in
para:;raph '1 (b).

Bi:l.c j''-IT.l' I/'1 ':: ,- C '.;:-c u " .a/ '8) ;:;:LK .../ ' .' ..
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(3) In case of failure to observe any provisions made
..pursuant to p9I:lgraph 2.above,..the European Patent Office shall
transmit the application.for a European patent to the central
industrial property of~ice of the Contracting State concerned •.
Such an application shall have the same effect as if it had
peen filed in ,the first place with the said central industrial
property off~ce. The provisions of -,::.rticle67 shall apply.

BR/GT 1/15 a/69 ~
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Article 67

ForNardir-g of applications for Zuropean natents

(1) The national central industrial property office shall
be obliged to forward to the European Patent' Office, in the shortest
time compatible with the applica"cion of national law concerning
the secrecy of inventions in the interests of the State, any
applications for European pa~ents which have, been filed with
that Office or with other competent authorities in ,that State.

(2) The Contracting 3ta tes shall ta..li::eall c..ppropri!J.test'eps
to ensure that applicntions for ~uropean patents" the subjeot' oi' ,

whfch is obviously not liable to secrecy by. virtue of.'the. law
referred to in paragraph 1, shall be' forwarded to the European
Pat'ent Office within a period not" exc'eeding /~ six. 'iveeks:.,Jfrom-
the date of filing. :i.pplications for Euroyean pat'ents''llhichrequire
further examL~ation as .to their liability to secrecy shall be
forwarded in such manner as to reach the ~uropea..~ Patent Office

.within the period. specified in paragraph 2a.

/-(2a) The period referred to in the second sentence of
paragraph 2 shall be

(a) four months as' from the date of filing, for an application
for a 3urope~ patent for ~hich priority has not been
claimed, and

(b) fourteen months as from the date 0'£ priority, for an appli-
cation for a European patent for 'IV'hichpriority' has been
clai~ed.:.7

BR/GT. I/15 e/69 mk J.... / ....
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ad "':..rticIe 67

(3) ~~ application for a 3uropean patent, the subject of
which has been made secret,. shall not be forwarded to the
European Patent Office.

/-(4) hpplications. for Europe~~ patents.which do not reach the
European Patent. Office before the Gnd of the fourteenth month as .
..from the filing of the application or, if a priority has been
claimed, as- from the data of priority, shall be deemed to have
been withdrawn. The application fee paid under :_rticle 68 shalL
be refu..~ded.:_7

Note

The provisions of this _',-rticlewhich are shown in
brackets will be re-examined in co~~ection with
:,-rticles113a et seq •.

BR/GT 1/15 6/69 mk
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Article 68

~equirements of the application

(1) An applicatiDn for a Europeffilpatent shall contain

(a) a reQuest for the gr~~t of a Europe&~ patent I

(b) a description of the invention9

(0) one or more claims defining the protection applied_ for1

(d) illlY drawL~gs referred to in the description .or the
olaimL~.

The application shall be written in one or the languages
referred to in Article 34) paragraphs 1 and 2.

Note~
The Working Party has not thought it necessary at this

stage to include an abstract as an essential eleI!1en~of the
application. However; this ~uestion will be re-examined later.

(2) An application for a European patent shall be subject
to the payment of the filing fee nrescribed in-the ~ules
relating to fees adopted pursu2.nt to this Convention. This
fee mus~ be paid within one month after the filing date.

BR/GT I/15 e/69 ~rh
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ad article 68

(3) incorporated in Anicle 6Bb

(4) incorporated in Article 6Bb

BR/GT I/15 e/69 prh
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Article 68a (new)

Designation of Contr~cting States

(1) Requests for th~ grant of a Europe~~ patent shall con-
tain the. designaticn of the Contracting s.tate or States in
which protection for the invention is.desired.

(2) The designation of a Contracting State shall be subject
to the payment of the fee prescribed in the Rules relating to
fees adopted pursuant to this Convention. If payment is not
made within a period of twelve months as from the filing of
-the application for a European patent or~ if a.priority-has
been claimed9 as"from the date or the earliest date. of priority

".the design2.tion sh.::::.llbe deemed to be withdra'lm.

Note:
Partial payment will be dealt with i.nthe Implementing
Regulations on the lines of Rule 15.5 of the'P.C.T.

(3) The designation of a Contracting St~te m2.Y be with-
dra"Nn at any time up to the gran~ of the European patent.
Withdrawal of the designation of all the Contracting States
shall be deemed to be ~ withdrawal of the application for a
European patent. Design:::.tionfees shall not be repaid.

BR/GT 1/15 8/69 prh ..~/...



ad.article 68a (new)

(4) In so far ~s any group 'of Contracting States has
availed itself of the authorisation given in Article 8a9 it
may provide that these States may only' be designated jointly.
The designation of one or some only of such States shall be
deemed to constitute the designation of all the States of

.~that group.
7'

..

BR/GT I/15 e/69 prh



\)( «

19~.-

Article 68b-

Data of the application

-
(1) ~~ application for. a Eu~opean.p'atent shall be deemed

-to be filed on the date. on which the following. cor..ditions are
satisfi.ed

T . (a). an indication is given that the application 1.S for e.
European patent, designating' at least one Contracting
State in accordance with Article 68, paragraph 1,

(b) information has been given ide.ntifyi~g: the applicant,

.(c) tileapplication contains a description 8..."1dclaims?
even though they do not comply with the requirements
of this. Convention.

(2) dereted cf. Article 68, paragraph 2, new
additional sentence, and new Article 68c.

BR/GT 1/15 e/69 prh
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Article 68c (~ew)

Failure to pay the filing or to provide a tr~~slation

An application for a European patent shall be deemed to be
withdrawn :

(a) if the fee provided for in Article 689 paragraph 29 has
~not be~n paid within the prescribed time limit9 or

. (b) if the translation of the application? in the case uro-
vided for .in Article 34? paragraph 29 has not been pro-
duced within the time limit referred to in that Article.

rrote:
Notification of withdrawal will be provided for in the
Implementing Regul~tions.

BR/GT 1/15 e/69 prh
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Article 69

Unity of invention

The application for a European patent shall relate to
one invention only or to a group of inventions so linked

~; '.as. to. form a single: general, inventive concept ..

BR/GT r/15 e/69 nrn

:' ' ..~::~
.....

-- .. '.

,
.' ' .

. " .. '.'.~:r.'



22.

Article 70

Disclosure of 'the invention

~i (1} An application for a European patent must disclose
the invention in a manner sufficiently, clear "and complete
for it to be carried out by a person skilled in the art.

(2):-, deleted
, :
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Article 71

Requirements of the Implementing Regulations

. --~ .:

, - :' ..~;.' .. ;.

,,

-
An appli~ation for a Europea.T'~patent: must satisfy the

conditions laid dovID.in the Implementing.Re~~lations to
this C6nvent:ion.

../ .. ,'

..'
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CHAPTER II

PRIORITY

.Article 72

, Priority .Rig:att

;, ( 1) A person who,has duly filed _8..'1. app~ication. for a
,patent ,or for, the registration at a utility model or for an

, ,

inventor's certif'icate? or for ,a utili,ty certificate 1 or his
successors in title? shall enj oyJ' for the purpose, of filing
an application for a European patent in resnect of the same.~ -
invention? a' right of priority during a,period of' twelve months
from the_date of filing E)fthe first applicationoo

- (2) - deleteo.~ transferred to Implementing Regulati'ons .

.I

:,...

. ,
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